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ceeds, for instance, of a tax which produced 150,000
livres were assigned to the Duke of Montmorency
as the equivalent of a pension of 27,000 livres ; the
difference represents the profit of the publican who
farmed the tax.

As the creditors of the Government had often to
wait long for their money, priority of payment de-
pending .on favour and bribery, those who had
dealings with the State insured themselves by ex-
orbitant charges against the risk of delay or
default, and often sold their claims at a heavy dis-
count to courtiers or placemen, who used their
influence or official authority to obtain for themselves
prompt and full payment.

The public accounts were so ill kept and carelessly
audited that the Controller of the Exchequer could
appropriate twenty per cent, of the sums which passed
through his hands without fear of detection. At
the time of the siege of Amiens, Rosny knew that
of 500,000 crowns which he had paid into the treasury
200,000 must be remaining, since he had kept a
careful account of the expenditure to which the
money had been appropriated and could produce
the receipts given him for his payments. Ignorant
of this the Controller boldly asserted that the
balance in his hands only amounted to 90,000
crowns. Rosny produced documentary proof that
it must be 110,060 more. The Controller was com-
pelled to disgorge, but neither punished nor even
dismissed for his attempted fraud*

The taxes were farmed, not to the highest bidder,
but as a matter of favour; the members of the